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CLV. This is a special account (dated November
8, 1685)—sent by Jacques Bigot to Father la Chaise,
the confessor of Louis XIV.—of affairs at Sillery
during the two months preceding the above date;
the occasion for writing it lies in the total abstinence
which the Abenakis have begun to practice. An
intoxicated Algonkin raises a disturbance at Sillery,
whereupon Bigot has him imprisoned, and induces
the new governor, Denonville, to give a temperance
address to the Indians of the mission. The Father
then institutes what the Indians call ‘‘ the Holy
pillage "—that is, the confiscation of some article
belonging to a drunken Indian, in order to pay the
guard who would take him to prison. He also
obtains from the governcr permission to use the
latter’s name and authority as he thinks best, in
dealing with drunkenness among his savages. In
this letter, he relates in detail various instances of
his methods in repressing that vice. The result is
that ** I have not seen even one person who seemed
to have an inclination to drink.”” He watches all
his cabins very closely, in order to prevent the
savages from evading his order that they shall not go
to Quebec. Meanwhile, ‘“‘I endeavor to keep all
our savages as happy as I can; I have not known
one to complain of my being too strict. While I was
issuing all the orders against drunkenness, I allowed
more diversion and dancing in the mission than I
would have permitted at other times; this I did in
order to make them swallow the pill more easily
after some orders had been given.”” Denonville
gives Bigot his support, ‘‘ for he looks upon our Sav-
ages as his children;” in turn, they show him a
respect and submission that astonish even the mis-



